
Sharon Lynn Jern
May 22, 1937 - November 10, 2024

Sharon Lynn Jern (nee Mark), 87, graphic designer and visual/commercial
artist; formerly of Minneapolis, MN, Highland Park, IL, and Elizabethtown, KY;
passed away peacefully November 10, 2024 at Aperion Wesley Place in
Chicago. 

 

Sharon was born in Minneapolis and left a fantastic list of all of her paying
jobs and education from the age of 13 to 81, including: 

 

Babysitter, “truck farm” pulling and washing radishes and carrots, and clerking
at Woolworth’s Christmas Ornament department, all in Minneapolis. She then
attended art school while working in the Art Department of a beauty supply
manufacturer, creating packaging and label designs. Sharon then moved to
Dayton, Ohio where she briefly designed greeting cards (two weeks!) before
moving to Wright/Patterson Air Force Base’s Technical Publishing Dept., with
top secret clearance. Sharon moved to Chicago where she worked at Karzen
& Associate on Michigan Avenue. 

After marrying, Sharon took a break to have her son, then served for twelve
years as Art Manager at the Carson Pirie Scott & Co. in Winnetka, designing
all nine windows and all store displays. Sharon spent the next 21 years
working at the U.S. Army Recruiting Command as an illustrator and then in
Management Analysis at Fort Sheridan, IL and then Fort Knox, KY. 



Sharon learned much from every job and really enjoyed each job and the
people, except for two, which we will not mention. 

 

Sharon was quite a collector of antiques and in retirement, clerked at
Somewhere in Time Antique Mall in Radcliff, Kentucky, where she clerked and
also ran her own booth of collectibles. She was an avid home gardener and
member of the Elizabethtown, KY Garden Club; a Kentucky Colonel who was
active in politics and served as an election judge most of her adult life. Sharon
received many accreditations from Republican politicians, most recently for
her 80th birthday. Sharon was a big Chicago Cubs fan who collected baseball
memorabilia. 

 

In March, 2023, Sharon moved from Kentucky to Chicago to be close to her
son Chris, who passed unexpectedly but peacefully in his sleep six months
later. Sharon lived out the rest of her days being looked after by the staff at
Wesley Place and also by some of her son's closest friends. 

 

Preceded in death by son Christopher Wendell Jern (aka “DJ Shane Ringo),
husband Jerry Wendell Jern, brother Jerry Mark, and parents Marion W. and
Margaret L. (nee Johnson) Mark. 

 

Sharon is survived by nieces Deb Mark and Lindy Melberg and also by her
dear friends Jim & Deb Weise of Elizabethtown, KY and Renee Krupa and
Mark Steiner of Chicago. 

 

Per Sharon’s request, services will be private and her cremated remains will
be scattered alongside those of her son. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to PAWS Chicago https://www.paws
chicago.org/ or Unity Hospice https://www.unityhospice.com/. 



Arrangements by Inclusive Funeral Care, 773-370-2959 or www.InclusiveFun
eralCare.com.
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James Weise - November 13, 2024 at 08:50 PM

Sharon was such a dear friend to my husband, Jim and I and we
keenly feel her loss. She was an amazing lady-talented, smart and
caring. From the time we met in 1994 in Elizabethtown we bonded
and shared many interests.She and I shared an antique booth
together at various times. We laughed about our cluttered houses
and then go off to buy more. Holiday dinners were often celebrated
in our house with Sharon and other mutual friends and her English
Trifle was always requested. It was the best!. I remember so well
how she would often comment "God bless" when she saw an
injured animal by the side of the road-especially a cat. Such a
tender hearted soul. She is sorely missed, but we find comfort in
knowing that her last days were surrounded by loving care and she
now rests in the arms of our Savior. God bless. 

  
Deborah and Jim Weise Elizabethtown, Ky.

Robert Reynolds - November 11, 2024 at 12:57 AM

I had the distinct pleasure of meeting Sharon through the Hardin
County GOP as a new Precinct Cpt and candidate. She was a very
kind and sweet woman who loved her community, her country and
most of all her family. She was the kind of woman that made the
world a better place. She will be greatly missed in Hardin County
and I was honored to have known her. God Bless Sharon and I am
happy knowing that she is at home with Jesus. 
 
Rob & Jeanie Reynolds 

 Elizabethtown, KY
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Renee Krupa - November 12, 2024 at 11:37 AM

Thank you Rob & Jeanie for your memory of Sharon

Team Inclusive Funeral Care - November 10, 2024 at 08:44 PM

5 files added to the album Memories Album


